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Today’s Update

SWCS initiatives are designed to support members, 
chapters, and conservation work  We’re investing 
in infrastructure, people, and programs

• 2025 in Review

• New member benefits and tools

• Upcoming Events and Opportunities
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The Year in Review

The Platform for 
Agriculture and 
Climate 
Transformation, a 
sponsored project 
of Rockefeller 
Philanthropy 
Advisors & U.S. 
Department of 
Agriculture, under 
agreement 
number 
NR243A750018C
028, are 
supporters of the 
Emerging 
Leaders Program.



WWW.SWCS.ORG

Webinars

• 31 webinars, 34 speakers, 
1,400 live attendees

People

• 4 new Board members

• 2 summer interns

• New research co-editor of 
the Journal of Soil and 
Water Conservation

• Celebrated Conservation 
Professionals Week
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The Year in Review

A new program in Illinois –
farmers donate to support 
local grants and scholarships.

The voices of our members 
brought to Washington, DC –
CEO Clare Lindahl spent 2
weeks meeting with leaders to 
advocate for conservation 
professionals and programs
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The Year in Review

Key findings 
from the 2024 
Conservation 

Practitioner 
Poll Summary 

Report.
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A New Member Platform



New Database Walkthrough
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Looking Ahead to 2026

Building a stronger, more connected Society. 
Focusing on:

• Strengthening chapters and grassroots leadership

• Supporting our members – especially early-career 
and student engagement

• Expanding professional development and 
networking opportunities

• Modernizing systems and member experiences

Chapters are key partners in achieving these goals.

Women Owning 

Woodlands Spring Tree 

Identification Hike, hosted 

by 2025 Emerging Leader 

Sarah Higgins in 

Hillsboro MO.
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81st SWCS International Annual 
Conference – St. Louis, Missouri 

Join SWCS in St. Louis as we bring 
together our conservation community 
of researchers, practitioners, industry 
leaders, farmers, and students from 
around the world to share inspiration, 
connections, and wisdom for success. 

Submit a presentation for this 
conference by February 4.
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Awards and Scholarships

Submit a nomination or application by February 10.
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More Ways Get Involved!

• Join a Committee – Conference Coordinating 
Committee, Awards and Scholarships, etc.

• Host an Event – Utilize member resources to 
coordinate a local networking event 

• Support an Emerging Leader – Attend 
ELP events, mentor, join us at conference

• Join our Webinars – Catch up on our 2025 
offerings in the webinar library, get ready for more!

• Share Opportunities – scholarships, ELP 
applications, internship applications, etc.

Bernadette 

Mills and 

Dale Threatt-

Taylor at the 

2025 SWCS 

International 

Annual 

Conference.



Thank you!
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